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WAR  FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 
J   FOOD  DISTRIBUTION  ADMINISTRATION 
Room  30 1 ,  999  Exchange  Avenue  CHICAGO  9,  ILLINOIS  Telephone;  Yards  6520 

PIG  CROP  REPORT  —  DECEMBER , I  9 4 3 


Washington,  D.c. ,  December  23,  1 943.  (W.F.A.)  After  having  reached  an  all-time  peak  . 

in  1943,  hog  production  will  decline  in  1944,  the  department  of  agriculture  states  in  its 
December  pig  crop  report.    The  indicated  number  of  sows  to  farrow  in  the  spring  season  of 
i  944  is  16  per  cent  below  the  record  number  f  arrowed  in  i  943.    the  tendency  to  decline  began 
in  the  last  half  of  this  year  when  fall  farrow  1 ngs  were  substantially  below  the  number  indicated 
in  the  june  pig  report.    compared  with  the  indicated  increase  of  25  per  cent  in  june,  the  actual 
increase  in  fall  farrowl ngs     was  only  12  per  cent.    the  1943  fall  crop  was  still  the  largest 
ever  produced.    the  number  of  hogs  over  6  months  old  on  december  1  greatly  exceeded  the  number 
as  of  that  date  in  any  other  year. 

this  information  is  based  upon  returns  from  154,000  farmers  obtained  in  cooperation  with 
the  Post  Office  Department  through  the  rural  mail  carriers. 

fall  pig  crop;  the  number  of  pigs  saved  in  the  fall  season  of  1943  (june  i  to  december  l)  is 

estimated  at  47,83l,0c0  head.    this  number  is  10  per  cent  larger  than  the  former 
record  fall  pig  crop  of  1942  and  is  72  per  cent  larger  than  the  i  0— year  (1932-41  )  average, 
the  number  was  larger  than  last  year  in  most  states  and  in  all  regions.    by  regions  the  per- 
centage increases  were  as  follows: 

East  North  Central  1 1  per  cent 
West  North  Central  3  per  cent 
North  Atlantic  38  per  cent 

South  Atlantic  22  per  cent 

south  Central  il  per  cent 

Western  I  I  per  cent 

the  number  of  sows  farrowing  in  the  fall  season  of  i  943  was  12  per  cent  larger  than  the 
number  farrowing  in  i  3  42 .    this  increase  is  substantially  below  the  increase  of  25  per  cent 
indicated  by  breeding  intentions  reports  made  in  june  of  this  year.    except  for  the  drought 
year  of  1934  this  is  the  largest  drop  between  june  intentions  and  decfmber  farrowlngs  ever 
shown  by  these  pig  reports.    the  largest  deviations  were  in  the  north  central  ( corn  belt) 
states,  where  the  actual  increase  was  only  7  per  cent,  compared  with  the  june  indications  of  a 
23  per  cent  increase.    in  the  east  north  central  group  the  drop  was  from  2  4  per  cent  to  i  3  per 
cent,  while  in  the  west  north  central  it  was  from  2  1  per  cent  to  5  per  cent.    in  other  regions 
the  december  increases  are  much  nearer  those  indicated  in  june. 

the  survey  returns  show  that  the  large  declines  from  intentions  came  as  a  result  of 
greatly  decreased  farrowlngs  in  the  sept emb er-nov emb er  period,    the  distribution  of  farrow  i ngs 
by  months  indicates  large  increases  over  1942  in  june,  july,  and  august,  a  small  increase  in 
September  and  sharp  declines  in  October  and  November.    These  indications  are  supported  by  re- 
cords OF  MARKETINGS  of  sows  at  leading  middle  western  markets. 

The  average  number  of  pigs  saved  per  litter  in  the  FALL  OF  1943  WAS  6.29  for  the  United 
vt.ates  and  6.36  for  the  corn  belt,    these  compare  respectively  with  6.41  and  6.48  in  1942  and 
19-year  averages30f  6.19  and  6.31. 

the  yearly  pig  crop:     the  combined  spring  and  fall  pig  crop  of  1943  is  estimated  at  121,847,00^ 

head.    this  number  exceeds  the  combined  crop  of  i  942  by  about  17,288  ,000 
•  ead ,  or  17  per  cent, and  is  about  67  per  cent  above  the  i  0-year  average.    for  the  north  central 
states  the  combined  crop  this  year  is  est  i m *  ted  at  8  4,400  ,000  head,  an  increase  of  10  ,973,  000 
head  or  15  per  cent  over  19  42. 

spring  intentions:    the  number  of  sows  to  farrow  in  the  spring  season  of  i  944  (december  1,1943 

to  june  i  ,  i  944  )  i s  indicated  at  i0,l55,000,  a  decrease  of  i  ,  97  9,  00  0  or 
>b  per  cent  from  the  number  farrowing  in  the  1943  spring  season.    the  indicated  number,  however, 
lor-  ,    er  than  the:  number  farrowing  in  any  other  spring  season  on  record  except  1943.  decreases 

J" EM'ND'CATED  for  NEARLY  ALL  STATES,   WITH  THE  LARGEST    IN  THE  STATES  FROM  ARKANSAS  AND  KANSAS 
/i°  ,J;EW  MEXICO  AND   IN  THE  ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  STATES.     BY   REGIONS  THE  DECREASES  ARE  EAST  NORTH 

'-entral  13  per  cent:    west  north  central  17  per  cent;  north  atlantic  8  per  cent;  south  atlantic 
<•  per  cent;    South  Central  23  per  cent;    Western  28  per  cent. 

Ttrr         ThESE   INDICATED  DECREASES  ARE  BASED  UPON  BREEDING    INTENTIONS,    AS  REPORTED  BY  FARMERS  ABOl'T 
DECEMBER    I,   AND   UPON  THE  RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  BREEDING    INTENTIONS  AND  SUBSEQUENT  FARROWlNGS  IN 
mrVJR  .YEARS«      SucH   DECREASES,   OR   EVEN  ANY  DECREASES,    IN.      THE  CORN  BELT   STATES   IN  A  PERIOD  OF 
H  GH  HOG  PRICES  AND  A  FAIRLY  FAVORABLE  HOG— CORN  RATIO  WOULD  NOT  BE   EXPECTED  UNDER  NORMAL  CO>N- 
CUTIONS,    ESPECIALLY    IN  STATES  WITH  RECORD  OR  NEAR-RECORD  CORN  CROPS.     APPARENTLY  THE  DIFFICULTIES 
t-NCOUNTERED   IN  GETTING  THE  RECORD    1943  SPRING  P|G   CROP  MARKETED,    THE  REDUCED  SUPPORT  PRICES 
ANNOUNCED  FOR  HOGS  FROM   THE   I  944   SPRING  CROP,   THE  EXPECTATION  OF  HIGHER   CORN  PRICES,    THE  SHORT— 
AaE  OF  HIGH  PROTEIN    IN  FEEDS  AND  OTHER  CONDITIONS  CONSIDERED  UNSATISFACTORY  BY  HOG  PRODUCERS, 
AM    TENDED  TO   CHANGE  THEIR  REACTIONS       TO  THE  FACTORS  THAT  USUALLY   DETERMINE  HOG  FRO DUCT  I  ON 
PLANS. 

H9BSjpfcLFAB!3S:  The  December  I  reports  from  farmers  show  a  much  larger  number  of  hogs  over  6  months 

r.^.  .  OLD  (INCLUDING  BROOD  SOWS)   ON  HAND  AT    THAT   DATE  THAN  THE  RECORE  NUMBER  OF  A  YEAR 

LAKLIER,      A<TMC>1QI|  MARKETINGS  OF    lo&3   SPRING  HAV/e  SFFN  OF  RECORD   SIZE  FOR  SOME  WEtKS,  A 

LARGE  PART   OF  THE   INCREASE  IN  THE   I  943   r.PR)Ma  PIG  CROP  WAS  STILL  ON  f-  AKMS  CN  OfcfmRFR  I. 

w.      Released  by 
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ii  U  <4  nFPi^TMFKT  OF  AGRICULTURE  I 

After  having  reached  an  all  time  peak  in  1943,  hog  production  will  decline  in  1944,  the 
department  of  agriculture  states  i n  i ts  december  pig  crop  refort.    the  indicated  number  of 
sows  to  farrow  in  the  spring  season  of  1  944  is  16  percent  below  the  record  numb e ^  farrowed  in 
1943.    the  tendency  to  decline  began  in  the  last  half  of  this  year  when  fall  farrowl ngs  were 

SUBSTANTIALLY  BELOW  THE  NUMBER   INDICATED   IN  THE  JUNE  PIG  REPORT.     COMPARED  WITH  the  INDICATED 
I MCREASE  OF  25  PERCENT   IN  JUNE,   THE  ACTUAL   INCREASE  IN  FALL  F ARROWl NGS  WAS  ONLY    \Z  PERCENT. 
THE   1943  FALL  CROP  WAS  STILL  THE  LARGEST  EVER  PRODUCED.     THE  NUMBER  OF  HOGS  OVER  6  MONTHS  OLD 

on  December  I  greatly  exceeded  the  number  as  of  that  date  in  any  other  year* 

This  information  is  based  upon  returns  from  |54,ooo  farmers  obtained  in  cooperation  with 
the  Post  Office  department  through  the  rural  mail  carriers., 

FALL  PIG  CROP! 

the  number  of  plgs  saved  in  the  f all  season  of  1943  (june  i  to  december  l)  is  estimated 
at  47,831,000  head.    this  number  is  10  percent  larger  than  the  former  record  fall  pig  crop 
of  194  2  and  is  72  percent  larger  than  the  1 0— year  (1 932-4')  average.    the  number  was  larger 
than  last  year  in  most  states  and  in  all  regions.    by  regions  the  percentage  increases  were 
as  follows:    East  north  central  ii;  west  north  central  3;  north  Atlantic  38;  South  Atlantic  22; 
south  central  i \\  western  ii. 

the  number  of  sows  farrowing  in  the  fall  season  of  1943  was  i  2  percent  larger  than  the 
number  farrowing  in  |s42o    this  increase  is  substantially  below  the  increase  of  2?  percent 
indicated  by  breeding  intentions  reports  made  in  june  of  th  !  s  year.     except  for  the  drought 
year  of  1934  this  is  the  largest  drop  between  june  intentions  and  december  f  arrow  i  ngs  ever 
shown  oy  these  plg  reports.    the  largest  deviations  were  !n  the  north  central  (corn  belt) 
states  where  the  actual  increase  was  only  7  percent,  compared  with  the  june  indications  of  a 
23  percent  increase.    |n  the  east  north  central  group,  the  drop  was  from  24  percent  to  |3  per- 
cent.   |n  other  regions,  the  december  increases  are  much  nearer  those  indicated  in  june* 

the  survey  returns  show  that  the  large  declines  from  intentions  came  as  a  result  of  great- 
ly decreased  farrowl ngs  in  the  september-november  period.    the  distraction  of  farrowl  ngs  by 
months  indicates  large  ' ncr eases  over  '94  2  in  june,  july  and  august,  a  small  increase  in 
september  and  sharp  declines  in  october  and  november.    these  indications  are  supported  by 
records  of  marketings  of  sows  at  lead. ng  middle  western  markets* 

the  average  number  of  pigs  saved  per  litter  in  the  fall  of  1943  was  6.29  for  the  united 
states  and  5.36  for  the  corn  belt.    these  compared  respectively  with  6o4l  and  6.48  in  1942  and 
1 0— year  averages  of  6*|9  and  6.3  i. 

YEARLY  PIG  CROPS 

The  combined  Spring  and  fall  pig  crop  of  1943  is  estimated  at  I  21,847, 000  head.  This 

NUMBER  EXCEEDS  THE  COMBINED  CROP  OF   1942  BY  ABOUT   17,288,000  HEAD  OR   |7  PERCENT  AND  IS  ABOUT 
67   PERCENT  A30VE  THE   1 0-YEAR  AVERAGE.     FOR  THE  NORTH  CENTRAL  STATES,   THE  COMBINED  CROP  THIS 
YEAR   IS  ESTIMATED  AT  84,400,000  HEAD,    AN  INCREASE  CF    10,973,000  HEAD  OR   15  PERCENT  OVER  1942* 

SPRING  INTENTIONS! 

the  number  of  sows  to  farrow  in  the  spring  season  of  1944  ( december  i,  1943  to  june  i, 
1944)  is  indicated  at  10,155,000,  a  decrease  of  1,979,000  or  |6  percent  from  the  number  farrow- 
ing in  the  1943  spring  season.    the  indicated  number,  however,  is  larger  than  the  number  far- 
rowing in  any  other  spring  season  on  record  except  1943.    decreases  are  indicated  for  nearly 
all  states,  with  the  largest  in  the  states  from  arkansas  and  kansas  to  new  mexico  and  in  the 
Rocky  mountain  states*    by  regions,  the  decreases  are:    east  north  central  13;  west  north 
central  |7;  north  atlantic  8;  south  atlantic  4;  south  central  23;  western  28* 

these  indicated  decreases  are  based  upon  breeding  intentions,  as  reported  by  farmers  , 
about  December  I  and  upon  the  relationship  between  dreedIng  intentions  and  subsequent  farrow- 

INGS   IN  OTHER  YEARS*     SUCH  DECREASES,  OR   EVEN  ANY  DECREASES,    IN  THE  CORN  BELT  STATES  IN  A 
PERIOD  OF  HIGH  HOG  PRICES  AND  A  FAIRLY  FAVORABLE  HOG-CORN  RATIO  WOULD  NOT  BE  EXPECTED  UNDER 
NORMAL  CONDITIONS,    ESPECIALLY    IN  STATES  WITH  RECORD  OR  NEAR  RECORD  CORN  CROPS*  APPARENTLY 
THE  DIFFICULTIES  ENCOUNTERED   IN  GETTING  THE  RECORD  1943   SPRING  PIG  CROP  MARKETED,    THE  REDUCED 
SUPPORT  PRICES  ANNOUNCED  FOR  HOGS  FROM  THE   1 944   SPRING  CROP,   THE  EXPECTATIONS  OF  HIGHER  CORN 
PRICES,    THE  SHORTAGE  OF  HIGH  PROTEIN  IN  FEEDS  AND  OTHER  CONDITIONS  CONSIDERED  UNSATISFACTORY 
3Y  HOG  PRODUCERS,  ALL  TENDED  TO  CHANGE  THEIR  REACTIONS  TO  THE  FACTORS  THAT  USUALLY  DETERMINE 
HOG  PRODUCTION  PLANS* 

HOGS  ON  farms: 

The  December  I  reports  from  farmers  show  a  much  larger  number  of  hogs  over  6  months  old 
(including  brood  sows)  on  hand  at  that  date  than  the  record  number  of  a  year  earlier.  although 
Marketings  of  194  3  spring  pigs  have  been  of  record  size  for  some  weeks,  a  large  part  of  the 
increase  in  the  1943  spring  pig  crop  was  still  on  farms  on  december  i. 
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WARREN  SMEBY,   LOCAL  REPRESENTATIVE. 
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